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Proposed ordinance and revisions

Summary of features

The proposed ordinance would:

require that a seller's permit be obtained to transfer ownership of puppies and kittens under the
age of 4 months

limit applicants to one permit per year, with an option for a second permit at a higher fee
require that the seller's permit number appear in all advertising
require that cats be vaccinated against rabies and licensed

increase pet limit from a total of 2 dogs and/or cats to a total of 4 dogs and/or cats per
household

legitimize and provide regulation for not-for-profit animal adoption organizations ("rescues")
prohibit selling animals at flea markets and on public streets

waive license fees for senior pet owners 65 and older

double the impound fee on animals caught running at large a second or subsequent time
prohibit the display or sale of artificially colored or dyed animals

prohibit the use of animals as business inducements, give-a-ways, prizes for contests, etc.

require humane societies and animal adoption organizations to alter animals over 6 months of
age prior to adoption

This proposed ordinance was reviewed by the Office of the City Attorney of San Jose
in the early fall of 1992,



Analysis of Proposed Pet Ordinance Page 1
Seller's Permit - Overview

= requires that a permit to sell or otherwise transfer the ownership of any dog or cat under 4
months of age be acquired before the transfer of ownership of such animal:

+ permit issued by litter lots

» limit of 1 permit per household per year, with an option to obtain a second permit
within the same calendar year at an escalated fee _

* does not apply to licensed Commercial Kennels, Pet Shops

» proposed fees of $100 for a litter of dogs and $40 for a litter of kittens are slightly
higher than the cost of sterilizing the pet

* requires that the permit number appear in all advertising in the City of San Jose to provide for
enforcement.

* will generate approximately $1 to $2 million in new licensing revenue annually by tracking
ownership of newly produced animals. :

* fees generated by permits pay for 100% of enforcement program.

* persons cited may sterilize the parent animal and submit the litter to a humane adoption
organization in lieu of fines.

= enforcement is based on advertising and will not affect persons giving animals to friends and
relatives, provided they do not advertise to sell or give away excess animals.

» provides an annual permit number for use by humane animal adoption organizations.



Analysis of Proposed Pet Ordinance Page 2
Seller's Permit - Administration

Application process

The proposed ordinance would require that a seller's permit be acquired prior to advertising puppies and
kittens under the age of 4 months. Permits would be obtained by completing an application and paying
a fee set by resolution of Council, and would apply to one litter only.

Permits would be entitle the applicant to advertise a litter of animals for a period of 90 days. No permit
would be required for animals over the age of 4 months.

Applicants would be limited to one litter permit per year, with an option to obtain a second permit
within the same calendar at an escalated fee. Only one such "double" permit would be issued per
applicant in a five year period.

Licensing revenue would be generated by requiring applicants to provide information on the new
owners of the animals for licensing follow-up. Failure to provide true information on animals, or to

provide new owner information for licensing follow-up within the specified response time would result
in suspension of future permit privileges.

Educational material that will mitigate animal control costs in the future may be dispensed at the time of
application, such as information regarding;:

= legal ownership responsibilities regarding preventing pets from becoming a public nuisance,
disturbing the neighborhood peace, or manning at large

* annual vaccination and licensing requirements

= legal requirements for veterinary care and the sale of animals

* gpaying and neutering

Fee Structure

Fees are proposed at:
= $100 for a litter of dogs
*  $40 for a litter of cats

In order for the seller's permit program to be effective, fees must be set sufficiently high as to:
* discourage breeding of animals which are not in public demand and which will become
burdens on the animal control system
* encourage spaying and neutering by being slightly higher than the cost of sterilizing the pet
* adequately fund the enforcement of the program so that it succeeds in reducing animal control
costs and generating licensing revenue

An average of $1500 is made from selling a litter of purebred puppies in the City of San Jose’.
Statistics published by the American Kennel Club state that the average value of one purebred puppy is

$300. These figures indicate that the proposed fee of $100 for a litter of intentionally bred dogs will be
readily offset by income derived from selling the litter.

¥ Based on & telephone survey of 100 advertisers of purebeed dogs in the San Jose Mercury News, Coalition for Humane Legislation, 1991.






