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By Peggy Larson, D.V.M.

Approximately 40 veterinarians,
clinic directors and other interest-
ed parties met at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Miami on Saturday,
October 12, 1996 for the charter
meeting of the preventative
reproductive surgery group.  The
meeting was a culmination of
several years of answering simi-
lar questions from veterinarians
and animal workers from Mon-
tana to Australia.  We all were
facing the same problems includ-
ing starting a  low cost spay
neuter clinic, overpopulation,
unsympathetic colleagues, fund-
ing, anesthesia techniques, and a
need to exchange ideas.  So I
decided we needed an organiza-
tion with a newsletter to provide
information about our chosen vet-
erinary specialty.  I called Esther
Mechler who volunteered to orga-
nize and promote the meet-
ing.  She very capably set it
up and the rest is history.  I
also contacted Marvin Mackie
who is always willing to go
anywhere to promote animal
population control.  I refer to
him as the "guru" of spay/
neuter because he has done
about 300,000 surgeries. 

Esther opened the meeting

by presenting the goals of the
organization.  Tentatively they are
1) to provide a central clearing-
house for information and sup-
port, 2) to publish a newsletter to
include job openings and people
looking for employment as
spay/neuter professionals, 3) to
work with veterinary colleges to
introduce students to the severe
problem of pet overpopulation, 
4) to provide externships where 
students can receive surgical
experience and 5) to promote
animal population control.

Marvin spoke about his clinics --
how they started and how to earn
a living doing spay/neuter.  He
also suggested providing unit
production benchmarks for new
veterinarians starting mass spay/
neuter surgery.  They are 1)
novice, 2) general practitioner, 3)

advanced  and 4) expert.  These
criteria would be helpful in evalu-
ating new veterinarians coming
into a spay clinic. 

On Sunday, Marvin spoke about
his clinics and about how to start
a low cost spay/neuter clinic.  If
you missed the meeting, both
Marvin and I would be happy to
answer any questions about spay
/neuter.  

I spoke about problems we
encountered with our colleagues
when we started our clinic.  After
five years of being polite but firm
we now have seven clinics that
refer patients to us.  We also
chose a stationary clinic rather
than a mobile van because of the
cold climate and inability to find
suitable parking.  For four years
we have provided a M*A*S*H*
(mobile animal spay hospital) unit
where we spay once a month in
the northeast part of Vermont, a
very poor area.  We pack our
equipment in totes and set up at
the community center.
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I also spoke briefly about poten-
tial legal problems such as 1)
clear and concise surgical release
forms, 2) good medical records
complying with state practice act
requirements, 3) maintaining sur-
gical and anesthetic records, 4)
DEA record requirements, 5)
advising clients about zoonoses
and intestinal roundworms and 6)
the use of drugs not cleared for a
specific species.

During dinner each person intro-
duced themselves and told about
their interest in spay/neuter.
There was a wonderful discussion
session which lasted into the
evening.  We all were so excited
to find people of like-minded 
dedication to stopping pet over-
population.  The meeting was an
incredible success.

WE NOW PLAN TO PUBLISH A
NEWSLETTER (INCLUDING
CLASSIFIED PLACEMENT ADS,
TIPS ON RUNNING AN 
EFFICIENT CLINIC, AND 
CURRENT EVENTS OF 
INTEREST) FOUR TIMES A
YEAR.  PEOPLE INTERESTED
IN RECEIVING THIS 
NEWSLETTER SHOULD SEND
$10 TO:
PEGGY LARSON, 
396 MT. VIEW ROAD,
WILLISTON, VT 05495

or call (802)879-1465

or by e-mail
MEOWVET@AOL.COM.


